United Arab Emirates
School Evaluation and Inspection Framework

Published 2019



Table of Contents

J S T3 yoTe L o1 To) s DU PP 2
EdUcational VISIOM...eueeereriiiereeeerearesereeee st st st ses s saesass bt e sne e ern e s e s b s nesnasns e senasenes 2
School self-evaluation and IMPIrOVEMENT........cccvirriiiiiiiiiiniiiiis i 5
Structure and organisation of the framework.........ccocvviriiiiiiiii s 6
MaAKING EVAIUATIONS ....eeueiieeieieeirirte sttt ettt e r s s st sb s r e s s s sb et sa e ebe e s e s 6
Consisteficy in qUANTITALIVE TEIMNS vveaamsnesessisorssissam et smsismems oo st ecias irisrssusasmasmsasssonns s rxeses saens 7
Overall performance JUAZEMENT < wowesisessreramisnmsassues sssss seiebionis vs svns siassvesssesasuss s sxsas sosvomiavussranas 8
Standard 1: Vision achievement — outcomes for all groups of students........c.coeveeeciniininiennnn, 9
1.1 Moral development and Well-DeIng .......cceoiviiniiiiiiiii i 10
1.2 Lifelong learning SKillS . useeerissc st S8 s sxvensevsasvsnsmm i i ver o xsssssaverssyesssacenarescrnes 20
1.3 UAE National Agenda targets and academic achievement .......c.cocverevivinsnnininienne. 28
Standard 2: Enablers - Provision for l€arners .......c.occvveiviriiiiiiinininiinee e 35
2.1 CUITICUIUIN 1evv et st sttt st ettt s a e s e e b et e e s eba e sha e s b e eae e be e st e ennasaans 36
2.2 Teaching and ASSeSSIMIENE S e vressmio it Soatirsnssrassismssaninissssssssssvsisssadinssassssiasssnson 44
2.3 Care, guidance and SUPPOTL.....c.coerereriirerieriiiirite sttt s s ese st 54
2.4 Inclusive education for students of determination........ccccceveviriiiieniiiiniininne 62
Standard 3: Impact of leadership - innovation management ............cceveieineniennennnnnennenns 72
3.1 Leading a learning COMIMUNILY .......cccevuiviiiiriiiiiiiiciiinieie i st 73
3.2 SChOOl IMPIOVEMIENT .. cvviueuieicerriireirre s s 86
3.3 Responsibilities 0f GOVEIMANCE ..cviuciiniiiiiiisnisiisimniimmmeminsinnssnins s s stssvessssasees 94

| Appendix 1: Overview of all standards, indicators, elements and aspects ..........c.covvennicucnn. 102
APPENAIX 2 GIOSSATY ..vcvrseeressisisererimsmmumsmniesisessissessesssssssesssssasesssssssssstanssssssnssssassssesssssssssns 104

29/4/19



Introduction

The rationale for the first unified UAE School Inspection Framework 2015-16 was based on the UAE
vision for 2021, and the clear targets and strategies that were developed to achieve it. While these
strategies and targets remain central, this framework takes its main inspiration from the UAE
Centennial vision for 2071, which provides the nation with a clear roadmap for long-term development.

The UAE Centennial Vision was launched by His Highness, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai. His Highness Sheikh Mohamed based
this vision on the words of His Highness Sheikh Mohammad bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu
Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, and on the aspirations of the UAE’s
founding father, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan and other founding leaders. The vision aims “for
future generations to live happier lives in a better environment, with bigger opportunities and stronger
communication with the world”.

The UAE Centennial Vison for 2071
The UAE Centennial vision is based on four features:
e  Education: with a focus on advanced technology and engineering, and on instilling an Emirati
moral values system in current and future generations

e Economy: with a focus on establishing a diversified, globally competitive economy

e Government development: that ensures the development of a flexible government with
mindful leadership and a clear vision that prioritises the people and spreads positive messages

e Community cohesion: with a focus on consolidating the values of tolerance, social cohesion

and respect in society within a comprehensive development plan.

The vision highlights the importance of preparing future generations who are ready to serve their
communities and excel. Also highlighted is the importance of teaching students to look ahead within a
culture of openness, through learning about history, culture, the civilisations of other countries, and
acquiring new languages.

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed stressed, “Rapid change requires us to prepare future generations with
new tools and knowledge, and different skills that enable them to succeed in a world that will be very

different from the times we live in today”. For this to happen, “there needs to be an environment for
growth, and this is something that we should think about from now”.

Educational Vision

The framework presents a holistic understanding of student achievement, giving significant importance
to three essential indicators:

e Moral development and well-being

e Lifelong learning skills
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o UAE national priorities and academic achievement

Effective schools understand that moral development and well-being, and the development of
students’ lifelong learning skills, are the foundations to ensuring the best possible academic outcomes.

Moral development and well-being
“Values are the foundation of a nation’s stability, and the spirit of its laws.
Without values, a country has no security, stability or continuity.” HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan

The UAE is focussed on helping young people to acquire those virtues and moral habits that will help
them live good lives, not only as individuals, but also as productive members of society. There are
strong links between moral development, well-being and happiness. The UAE Vision includes all three
in its aspirations for a world-class education system and a cohesive, tolerant society. With strong moral
values embedded in students’ thinking, behaviours and attitudes, their capacities and drive to
contribute to society will be increased, and demonstrated through responsible citizenship, generosity
and volunteering. Their contribution will, in turn, be intrinsically rewarding, generating a positive cycle
of happiness.

These priorities appear throughout this framework, and have prominence in the first performance
indicator in Standard 1.

Lifelong learning skills

Innovation skills and practices
“Man’s development depends on the power of his ideas and his ability to spread them from one
person to another across deserts, continents and oceans.”
HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum.

Innovation is embedded in the United Arab Emirates school evaluation and inspection framework. In
Performance Standard 1, the ability to think innovatively is an expected outcome, and part of lifelong-
learning skills. In Performance Standard 2, the curriculum and teaching are expected to provide
opportunities for students to be creative, innovative and enterprising. In Performance Standard 3,
leaders at all levels are expected to nurture a culture of innovation across the school, encouraging the
generation of new ideas, developing these and turning them into practical outcomes.

Reading as a lifelong learning skill

Instituting the Year of Reading, and launching the ten year (2016-2026) National Strategic Plan for
Reading and the UAE Reading Law, His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the
UAE, explains, “The goal of the reading law is to provide a sound basis for lifelong learning for all
members of our community and enhance the mental, intellectual and cultural assets of our people.”
The National Reading Law, unique in the UAE and the region, provides a legislative context to expand
understanding and promote the value of reading at all levels.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Ruler of Dubai, states that
the current generation is suffering from a reading crisis, and emphasises that the consolidation of
reading for our new generations is a long-term effort. He says, "Our ambition is to prepare generations
who will be capable of bringing about development leaps, ensuring the excellence of our country and
enhancing our competitiveness."

The ten year National Strategic Plan for Reading (2016 — 2026) seeks to establish reading as a daily
practice. Its three aims are to:
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e establish the basic skills of reading from early childhood
e enhance the love of reading by promoting reading throughout the educational system
e create opportunities to promote reading as part of lifelong learning.

In considering reading for learning, this framework evaluates how well schools:
e provide a learning environment that stimulates and engages students in reading
e build the early skills of decoding text
e teach reading strategies and develop reading skills across all subjects
e enable students to access, compare, contrast and connect their learning
e reinforce these essential lifelong skills.

UAE national priorities and academic achievement

In 2014, his Highness, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, announced the ambitious National Agenda for the country. One of the
targets of National Agenda is that UAE students must be among the best in the world in reading,
mathematics and science, and have a strong knowledge of the Arabic language. Measurements of
achievement in these targets include the “Programme for International Student Assessment” (PISA)
test and the “Trends in Mathematics and Science Studies” (TIMSS) test.

The inclusion of students of determination
The development of a fully inclusive education system is a key priority in the pursuit of educational
excellence and is central to establishing a fully cohesive society.

Inclusive education reflects the principles of diversity, personalisation, equity, respect, acceptance and
enrichment. When we improve the quality of inclusion within our schools, we improve education for
all.

This framework emphasises the importance of schools welcoming and representing students with
diverse needs and abilities, in accordance with strategic and legislative frameworks. Through their
engagement in fully inclusive educational experiences, students of determination will gain the
knowledge, skills and confidence to succeed and to make valuable contributions to creating a fully
inclusive and cohesive community.

The roles of school leaders, and their commitment towards inclusive practices, are of vital importance

in achieving inclusive excellence. The impact that leaders make in these roles feature prominently in
evaluating the quality of provision and outcomes for students of determination.
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School self-evaluation and improvement

School self-evaluation and school action planning are at the heart of school improvement.
School self-evaluation is about knowing how well a school is performing so that changes can
be made in order to bring about improvements. Schools conduct self-evaluation to identify
areas for improvement, meet accountability expectations and help determine what works, for
which learners and why.

Self-evaluation is a continuous process. It requires schools to take account of all available
information, both quantitative and qualitative. The best schools involve all stakeholder groups
of the school community in this process; parents and students have their part to play and are
consulted regularly.

Self-evaluation systematically ensures that school leaders and teachers focus on what makes
a difference to learning. It enables schools to plan appropriate actions to bring about
improvements. It informs governance and creates a system of accountability that operates at
all levels. It also informs the school about the resources needed and how these should be
allocated.

The school action plan is created on the basis of information from the school’s self-evaluation
processes and the next steps identified by the leaders and teachers in the school.
Recommendations from external evaluations, including the previous evaluation and inspection
cycles, also contribute to the school action planning.

School action plans should guide each school’s improvement planning and include clear measurable
targets, time lines and accountabilities.

School improvement cycle
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Structure and organisation of the framework

In order to unify the approach to external school evaluation, this framework brings together into one
document, a common set of quality descriptors and guidelines of the methods that could be used to
obtain valid evidence on which to base judgements. The types and sources of evidence and the
methods used to obtain the evidence are included. Each of these is needed to substantiate judgements
that are made using the descriptors in this framework. In bringing together these features, attention
has been given to the national priorities and the UAE vision for the future.

Using and applying, across all emirates, a common method and framework of indicators to evaluate
school performance should benefit all schools.

The performance standards:

e Vision achievement—outcomes for all groups of students. This standard brings together student
outcomes. It evaluates the extent to which the school maximises the potential of each student.
It gives significant importance to both academic and personal and social development
outcomes.

o  Enablers — provision for learners. This standard evaluates the different activities of the school
community that contribute to the achievement of student outcomes.

e Impact of leadership — innovation management. This standard evaluates how well the school
is led and governed to enable students to achieve their potential.
The framework structure:
Performance standards represent outcomes for students, school provision and leadership.
e Indicators outline the main areas covered by each standard
e Elements define explicit features of the indicators

e Aspects are specific areas within the elements.
Brief descriptors illustrate observable qualities of these aspects.

The choice of these performance standards, indicators, elements and aspects, is based on
international research into school effectiveness and on UAE national education priorities.

Making evaluations
The five quality levels are defined as follows:

Outstanding Quality of performance substantially exceeds the expectation of schools in the UAE
Very Good  Quality of performance exceeds the expectation of schools in the UAE

Good Quality of performance meets the expectation of schools in the UAE
(This is the minimum level expected of every school in the UAE)

Requires development®  Quality of performance does not meet the expectation of schools in
the UAE

Weak Quality of performance is well below the expectation of schools in the UAE

* The level ‘Acceptable’ in the previous UAE framework has now been replaced by ‘Requires Development’.
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Consistency in quantitative terms
Throughout this framework and its application, the following terms are used:

All

Almost all
Most

Large majority
Majority
Large minority
Minority

Few

Greater than 95%
Greater than 90%
75% - 90%
61% - 74%
50% - 60%
31% - 49%
16% - 30%
Up to 15%

Proportions: Where the descriptors do not make specific reference to proportions, the outcomes and actions
described will be typical of those generally displayed in each phase of a school.
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Appendix 1: Overview of all standards,
indicators, elements and aspects

(Aspects marked with ** may not be applicable in all school
contexts)

Standard 1: Vision achievement — outcomes for all groups of
students
1.1 Moral development and well-being
1.1.1 Character, morality and happiness
. Demonstrating positive moral values
. Maintaining a healthy lifestyle
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Demonstrating a positive outlook to self and school

d. Responsibility for personal development and well-being
1.1.2 Citizenship

a. Attendance and punctuality

b. Behaviour and self-management

c. Leadership and involvement in school and wider
community projects

d. Taking action to protect the environment
e. Awareness of global social issues
1.1.3 Cultural awareness

a. Knowledge and appreciation of Sheikh Zayed - the Founder,
UAE culture, values and heritage

b. Knowledge and understanding of own culture
c. Knowledge and understanding of other world cultures
and appreciation of diversity
1.2 Lifelong learning skills
1.2.1 Approaches to learning and communicating

a. Students’ participation in, and ownership of, their own
learning

b. Learning with others
¢. Communicating in different contexts
d. Accessing, processing and presenting information
1.2.2 Reading for learning
a. Attitudes and motivation toward reading
b. Reading skills across the curriculum
1.2.3 Applying learning and innovation skills
a. Thinking critically and innovatively
b. Independent inquiry and research
c. Making connections and applying learning
d. Using learning technologies
1.3 UAE national priorities and academic achievement

1.3.1 School’s progression in national and international
assessments

a. Progression in PISA/PBTS, TIMSS and/or PIRLS towards the
school’s individual National Agenda targets

b. Performance in recent PISA, TIMSS, PBTS, and/or PIRLS

c. School’s progression in National Agenda benchmark
assessments

1.3.2 Students’ progress
a. Progress in curriculum linked assessments

b. Progress in skills, knowledge and understanding in learning
experiences

1.3.3 Students’ attainment
a. Attainment in National Agenda benchmark assessments
b. Attainment in external curriculum-based examinations
c. Attainment in internal curriculum-based assessments
d. Attainment in skills, knowledge and understanding in

learning experiences

1.3.4 Exit qualifications

a. Exit qualifications and accessing higher education

Standard 2: Enablers - provision for learners
2.1 Curriculum
2.1.1 Design and implementation
a. Integration of national priorities
b. Breadth and balance
c. Continuity, progression and transition

d. Promotion of students’ learning skills and moral
development

e. Cross-curricular links
2.1.2 Enrichment
a. The UAE culture and community
b. Extra-curricular activities
c. Creativity, innovation and enterprise
2.1.3 Adaptation for all groups of students
a. Provision of curricular choices

b. Provision of pathways toward nationally and internationally
recognised qualifications

c. Madification to meet the needs of all groups of students
2.2 Teaching and assessment

2.2.1 Preparation

a. Intended learning outcomes

b. Collaboration with colleagues

c. Creation of an environment conducive to effective learning
2.2.2 Teaching

a. Teachers’ expectations of all groups of students

b. Teachers’ professional relationships with students

c. Use of effective teaching methods to meet students’
diverse needs and developmental stages

d. Effective use of questioning
e. Use of resources, including technologies
2.2.3 Assessment
a. Rigour of internal assessment methods
. Validity of internal summative assessments
. Use of continuous assessment
. Opportunities for students to self- and peer-assess
. Learning-focused feedback
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2.3 Care, guidance and support
2.3.1 Students’ emotional and mental well-being

a. Students’ emotional protection, including anti-bullying and
cyber-safety

b. Promotion of character, morality and happiness
2.3.2 Students’ physical well-being

a. Ensuring students’ physical safety and security, including
safeguarding and child protection

b. Promotion of healthy lifestyles

2.3.3 Promotion of citizenship and cultural awareness
a. Behaviour management systems and procedures
b. Systems to promote attendance and punctuality

¢. Process to promote social responsibility and cultural
awareness

2.3.4 Guidance
a. Guidance on entry and during phase transitions

b. Academic, career and learning pathway guidance for all
students

2.4 Inclusive education for students of determination
2.4.1 Commitment and ethos
a. Vision and resourcing
b. Admission policy and procedures
c. Capacity to improve
2.4.2 ldentification and intervention
a. Procedures and practices
b. Planning, teaching and monitoring
2.4.3 Partnerships and engagement with students and their
parents
a. Feedback and review
b. Communication, guidance and reporting
2.4.4 Learning pathways (within and beyond school)
a. Participation and progress
b. Progression and transition
Standard 3: Impact of leadership - innovation management
3.1 Leading a learning community
3.1.1 Impact of leadership on student outcomes
a. Impact on students’ academic achievement

b. Impact on the development of students’ lifelong learning
skills and well-being

3.1.2 Strategic leadership aligned to national priorities
a. Promotion of the vision of the UAE and national priorities

b. Developing a vision and setting a strategic direction for the
development of the school

c. Empowerment of school leaders and staff
3.1.3 Educational leadership

a. Leaders’ knowledge and understanding of learning and
teaching

b. Leaders’ understanding of assessment in relation to
the school’s curriculum

c. Improving the quality of teaching through monitoring and
continuous professional growth

3.1.4 Innovation
a. Developing and embedding a culture of innovation

3.1.5 Professional partnerships with stakeholders
a. With students and teachers
b. With parents
¢. With the wider community

3.1.6 Operational leadership to enable learning
a. Efficient day-to-day operations
b. Effective deployment of human resources

¢. Provision of facilities and resources to enable effective
learning

d. Sustainable use of resources

e. Compliance with organisational, statutory and regulatory
requirements

3.2 School improvement
3.2.1 Analysis and use of valid and reliable data
a. Analysis of assessment and other data
b. Use of analysis to improve student outcomes
3.2.2 Evaluating school performance

a. Involvement of relevant stakeholders and rigour of
processes

b. Alignment with the UAE School Evaluation and Inspection
Framework
3.2.3 Effectiveness of improvement planning
a. Rigour of improvement planning
b. Measuring the impact of planned actions on student
outcomes
3.2.4 Capacity to improve the school and lead change

a. Capacity of senior leaders to lead change and build capacity
in others

b. Capacity of middle leaders to manage change
3.3 Responsibilities of governance

3.3.1 Accountability
a. Improvement in students’ outcomes
b. Accurate self-evaluation
c. Effective improvement planning and implementation
d. External evaluation visits and recommendations
e. Compliance

3.3.2 Ensuring sufficiency and quality of resources
a. Human resources
b. Professional development of school leaders and other staff
c. Premises, facilities and educational resources



Appendix 2: Glossary

Access (to curriculum)

What is taught through curriculum modifications to meet the needs of all students.

Accountability

The responsibility of an individual or organization to account for its activities, products,
decisions and policies.

Achievement

The success students gain in any area of learning or life, for example, academic, sporting,
artistic and creative.

Age-appropriate

Curricula or outcomes that match the developmental stages of the children and students
concerned.

Assessment tools

Methods used to evaluate, measure, and document the academic attainment, learning
progress, skill acquisition, or educational needs of students.-

Assessment - Formative

Formative assessment is an integral part of teaching and learning. It does not contribute
to the final mark given for a module; instead it contributes to learning by providing oral or
written guidance and information to students and teachers.

Assessment -
Summative

Summative assessment demonstrates the extent of a learner's success in meeting the
assessment criteria used to gauge the intended learning outcomes of a module or
programme.

Summative assessment is used to quanfify achievement and to provide data for selection.
For all these reasons, the validity and reliability of summative assessment are of the
greatest importance.

Attainment

Attainment is a point-in-time measure that evaluates how well students perform against a
given standard.

Authorised/licensed
curriculum

The curriculum that the school has decided, or been given the authority, to deliver as a
condition for it to operate within the UAE.

Barriers to learning

A barrier that stands in the way of a student being able to learn effectively.

Baseline Assessment

An assessment of a child’s skills and abilities to establish a point from which future
measurements and predictions can be calculated within the first seven weeks of starting
school.

Basic skills

Skills a student needs to access the curriculum —includes literacy, numeracy, and learning
technologies.

Benchmarking

Comparing students' skills and knowledge to those of other students in similar
circumstances or following the same curriculum.

Best practice

Current and commonly accepted ways of doing things most effectively.

Compliance

Action in accordance with a recommendation, regulation or law.

Continuous assessment

The system in which the quality of a student's work is judged by various pieces of work
during a course and not by one final exam.

Cognitive abilities

Are brain-based skills we need to carry out any task from the simplest to the most
complex. These have more to do with the mechanisms of how we learn, remember,
problem-solve, and pay attention, rather than with any actual knowledge.

Critical thinking

The ability to examine information and question its validity — reasoned thinking involving
critique, analysis, evaluation, judgement and improvement strategies

Cross-curricular

A topic covered in a number of curriculum areas.

Cultural development

Understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped
own heritage.

Curriculum

The educational programmes or courses of study taught by a school including subjects
and activities inside and outside the classroom, as well as extra-curricular enrichment
programmes

104




Curriculum adaptation/
modification

A process that modifies and adapts prescribed programmes of studies to meet the
learning requirements of students.

Curriculum standards

The expected levels of attainment according to students’ age and the number of years of
study, in terms of knowledge, skills and understanding.

Differentiate

To plan, teach and assess, taking account of differences amongst students, e.g. cognitive,
linguistic, cultural, learning styles

Enrichment

Additional provision offered in schools to students.

Enterprise

A readiness to undertake new ventures, especially those involving initiative, complexity.
For example, a new business.

Entrepreneurial skills

Entrepreneurial skills are developed in students when they are given opportunities to use
their imagination and initiative, and to undertake new projects.

Ethos The character or atmosphere of a school - e.g. is it welcoming, or supportive or does it set
high expectations for students (or all three)
Evaluation The process of finding out whether a particular development has had the planned effect.

Foundation stage

This applies to the English system to education for children before Key Stage 1, usually
below the age of 5 years

Further education

The phase of education following phase four in schools leading to vocational qualifications
which are at a similar standard to school leaving qualifications.

Governance The authority and responsibility for the operation and quality of a school, usually
comprising a group of designated people other than those employed for their professional
expertise.

Graduate To complete a planned curriculum, usually at the end of secondary schooling. (noun) A

student who has graduated

Higher education

The phase of education following phase four in schools leading to degree level
qualifications or similar.

Higher order thinking
skills

Taking acquired knowledge and understanding and using this actively to help make
decisions, draw conclusions, see connections and form judgements — includes the ability
to analyse information, apply knowledge to solve problems and to synthesise and
evaluate findings.

Inclusion The process of providing opportunities for students of determination to learn alongside
their peers.
Innovation The generation of new and creative ideas and the use of new or improved approaches.

Interactive (learning)

Where there is active connection, communication and contact between two or more
people or things —interactive learning is the opposite of passive learning and students are
actively involved in their learning through investigation, problem solving, role play,
collaborative tasks.

Learning

Gaining knowledge and understanding and development of skills and attributes that lead
to the attainment of learning goals, including qualifications

Learning skills

A set of skills that enable students to gain knowledge, skills and understanding — may
include a preference for learning in an auditory, visual or kinaesthetic way and include a
spirit of enquiry, research, working independent of the teacher, alone or with others.

Leadership

Leadership at any level (principals/head teachers, governors, board members,
team/subject leaders) involves setting direction, empowering staff to work effectively,
creating a suitable environment for learning, and setting an example to others. It entails
different skills from management

Learning technologies

Electronic devices and resources which are accessible and used by students and teachers
to support day-to-day teaching, learning and development

Lifelong learning skills

A set of skills that enable students to gain knowledge, skills and understanding now and in
the future — may include learning in an auditory, visual or kinaesthetic way and include a
spirit of enquiry, research, working independent of the teacher, alone or with others

Literacy

The skills required to read and write and to become literate

Local requirements

The requirements of the local emirate.
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Mindfulness

The quality or state of being conscious or aware of something; a mental state achieved by
focusing one’s awareness of the present moment.

Moral development

The program to develop students’ ability to recognize the difference between right and
wrong and their readiness to apply this understanding in their own lives, to understand
the consequences of their actions, and their interest in investigating, and offering
reasoned views about, moral and ethical issues

Morality

Principles concerning the distinction between right and wrong or good and bad behaviour

Moral values

A set of principles that guide an individual on how to evaluate right from wrong. People
generally apply moral values to justify decisions, intentions and actions, and also define
the personal character of a person.

National Agenda
Targets

The targets set for each school in the UAE for TIMSS, PIRLS and PISA assessments

National priorities

UAE priorities for school’s — Achievement on TIMSS and PISA, Inclusion, Moral Education,
UAE Social Studies, Innovation, Reading Literacy

Outcomes

The results of students’ experiences in schools, relating both to academic and personal
development

Personalised (learning)

Learning that is tailored for an individual, allowing students to follow individualised
pathways through the curriculum with differentiation that seeks to identify and use each
student’s learning styles and preferences

Problem solving

Involves discovering, analysing and solving problems — to overcome obstacles and find a
solution that best resolves the issue — requires enquiry skills, creativity, critical and higher-
order thinking and is important in introducing differentiation and challenge into the
curriculum.

Professional
development

The training and in-school/on-the-job learning and improvement which teachers/non-
teaching staff experience - normally has a direct link to the school improvement plan and
any personal targets set arising from performance management.

Progress from starting
point

Changes in students’ knowledge, skills, understanding and ability measured against a
starting point. This may be referred to as ‘growth’ in the US system.

Progress against
learning objectives/set
standards

Changes in students’ knowledge, skills, understanding and ability measured against a
learning objective/ set standard, and sustained over a period of time (such as a lesson,
unit of work, term, year of phase of schooling)

Expected progress
against curriculum
standards

It is considered that the students made expected progress if over the given period of time,
students at least retain their level of attainment, defined by the given curriculum
standard, or improved it.

Qualitative assessment

Assessment that uses methods such as interviews, observation, focus groups, and
community meetings that don't always yield results that can be reduced to numbers, or
that are used to capture a level of information difficult to get with quantitative methods

Quantitative
assessment

Quantitative assessment is distinguished by emphasis on numbers, measurement, and
statistical analysis

Reliability

Test reliability refers to the degree to which a test is consistent and stable in measuring
what it is intended to measure. Most simply put, a test is reliable if it is consistent within
itself and across time.

Safeguarding

Protecting the health, safety, well-being and entitlements of students related to child
protection, but a more inclusive term as it focuses on the need for everyone, adults
included, to look after themselves and each other as well as protecting children.

Scheme of work

A medium-term curriculum planning document which sets out the learning intentions of a
particular topic or teaching unit — usually an interpretation of a programme of study or
examination syllabus and can be shared with students to provide an overview of the
course.
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Self-awareness

The extent to which students know their own strengths and the areas they need to
develop and improve.

Self-evaluation

The identification by the staff in a school of its strengths and weaknesses across the key
aspects of its performance. Effective self-evaluation focuses specifically on the impact of
the school’s work on the outcomes for students

Self-management

Students’ skills in organising their work and managing their time efficiently.

Social development

Students’ use of a range of social skills in different contexts, including working and
socializing with students from different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds,
and their willingness to participate in a variety of social settings such as volunteering and
being able to resolve conflicts

Stakeholders

A collective term for those who are perceived to have a direct interest in the school.

Standardised

In testing, using the same measures to ascertain what students in different times and
locations have learned

Standards (against

which attainment could

measure)

Pre-set expectations that could be defined by: curriculum standards, developmental
frameworks ( for example, communication and motor skills, verbal reasoning,
independence, emotional literacy, or any other vocational or alternative curriculum
framework)

Starting point

Evidence of students’ knowledge skills and understanding measured at some point of time
(for example, results on school’s entrance tests, end of previous academic year
assessment, baseline assessments, or any other evidence.)

Students of
determination

The UAE’s definition of persons with disabilities; a reflection of their strength of character,
their perseverance and their courage.

Transition The movement of a student from one phase of schooling to the next; for example, from
elementary to middle or out of the school.
Work ethic Students’ attitude to work - the valuing of hard work and diligence to produce something

worthwhile

Work sample

The systematic review of student work from a particular subject / grade /year group over
a set period so that judgements can be made about attainment and progress.

Undérachievement

A student who consistently, over time, fails to perform to their ability or potential is
underachieving. There is a mismatch between potential and performance. Not to be
confused with under-attainment where a student fails to do as well as they should in a
single test/assessment.

Validity

The extent to which a test accurately measures what it is supposed to measure.

Volunteering

Freely offer to do something.

Verbal reasoning

Verbal reasoning involves making meaning based on the information given, going beyond
that information to a better understanding and applying verbal skills to new learning.
Also, while verbal reasoning sometimes refers to any task involving language, it most
specifically refers to more complex thinking tasks, such as analysis, synthesis and
evaluation of text.
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