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At the time we celebrate the anniversary when the late Sheikh Zayed 
took up the reins of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi on August 6, 1966, HH 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President, may Allah protect 
him, has launched the initiative of Year of Zayed (2018).
What does Zayed mean to every Emirati?
The modern history has engraved the personality of the founding leader 
in memory of generations and that Zayed and the nation are inextricably 
associated. As such, whenever the name of Zayed is mentioned the country 
would be certainly mentioned as well. That is because Sheikh Zayed, may 
Allah rest his soul in peace, is alive in hearts and minds of each male and 
female Emirati as a symbol of the everlasting love in the UAE.
Whenever the flag of the Union is flown across the sky of the homeland 
or any achievement is made across the country, the image of Zayed is 
always vividly portrayed as the epitome of pioneering, leadership, wisdom 
and future shaping. 
Zayed represents the spirit of the Union that runs through the veins of the 
nation and in hearts and minds of the Emirati people and generations to 
come for, indeed, the massive edifice he established is tremendous in the 
present and future. Such edifice embraces modernity and development 
as witnessed across UAE, a country seeking to take hold of a civilisation 
and glory amid the world’s contemporary competitivity.
One of the greatest features of the late Sheikh Zayed, the Benevolent, 
is his deep faith in his Lord the Almighty and his love for the Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah bless and grant him peace, for being a role model 
in life and of great values. The late Sheikh Zayed is known for his intense 
passion for reading tradition and history from which he used to draw the 
approaches of wisdom and moderation not only in the religious affair 
but also in his thinking, vision and solutions for his then era issues, locally, 
regionally and internationally.
The late Sheikh Zayed used to give guidelines for scholars, thinkers and 
intellectuals with the help of wisdom and moderation he possessed. 
He also managed to protect the Emirati young people and society 
from falling into the mire of extremism and culture of violence. UAE, 
therefore, has become the most attractive place for the Arab people and 
the local community has also become an example to follow in tolerance, 
civilisational co-existence and happiness under which everyone lives in 
the environments of safety, prosperity and stability. 

Zayed.. Identity of a Nation in hearts
and minds of generations
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The declaration has come on the anniversary of late Sheikh 
Zayed’s Accession Day- the day he took leadership of Abu 
Dhabi Emirate on Aug. 6, 1966.

The Year of Zayed will focus on achieving several goals 
including shedding light on Sheikh Zayed’s role in founding 
the UAE and laying the foundation stone of its modern de-
velopment at various levels, locally, regionally and globally.  

The Year aims to reflect Sheikh Zayed values and prin-
ciples for being a robust foundation on which the coun-
try was founded as well as being one of the greatest world 
leaders with senses of inspiration, patience, wisdom and 
vision.

The Year will also cement Sheikh Zayed’s stature as a 
symbol of patriotism, and love for the country, as well as 
memorialise his legacy by launching a host of upcoming 
projects and initiatives that tally with his vision and values.

On this momentous occasion, HH UAE President said 
that selecting 2018 as Year of Zayed reflects the high stand-
ing the late Sheikh Zayed holds in hearts and minds of ev-
ery Emirati. 

Sheikh Zayed is a founding leader of the Federation, 
and founder of modern development witnessed across the 
country at all levels. He is a symbol of wisdom, benevolence 
and giving not only in UAE and the Gulf but all over the 
world, thanks to his stances and initiatives that reflect his 
outstanding leadership.

HH UAE President said: “On 6 August marked the start 
of a new epoch when the late Sheikh Zayed took office in 
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and began to the blessed march 
of unity, development and construction,”

HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan also said that the 
late Sheikh Zayed managed to lay down firm foundations 
for a stronger union that has become as a successful role 
model regarding development and represents a source of 
inspiration for countries striving to make progress. Towards 
this goal, the country was able to strike a balance between 
requirements of modernity and preserving the cultural and 
social peculiarity of the country.

The UAE President stated that Year of Zayed is great 
national occasion in which we recall with pride, appreci-
ation and gratitude the memory of the founding father, 
late Sheikh Zayed and the enduring legacy of deep-rooted 
values, principles and traditions he had left and therefore 
have reflected our soft power in the region and around the 
world.

HH UAE President pointed out that UAE was founded 
on unity, harmony and solidarity and worked on building 
a real development experience that benefits everyone and 
guarantees security and stability for people, adding such 
unique union has become an inspirational experience for 
many countries across the world.

The President called upon all the nation's people to ad-

The UAE President announces
 2018 as

«Year of Zayed»
HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE President, has declared 2018 ‘Year of Zayed’ in 
the United Arab Emirates. The aim is to mark 100 years since the birth of the late Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, the Founding Father and to cast light on his role in establishing the UAE, 
as well as his local and international accomplishments.
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here to the excellent values enshrined in them by the late 
Sheikh Zayed, including those of wisdom, respect, deter-
mination, loyalty, a sense of belonging to the nation, and 
a willingness to make sacrifices. “Since these values once 
engraved in our behaviour would enhance our unity and 
strengthen its resistance against challenges and risks, add-
ed Sheikh Khalifa.

HH Sheikh Khalifa also called for making 2018 a year 
of achievements, initiatives, events and programmes that 
reflect the great historical personality of the late Sheikh 
Zayed, highlighting his pioneering role, his vision and his 
sound leadership. This occasion is so dear to every Emirati 
as it was a watershed in the history of UAE and dream of a 
nation looking forward to prosperity and development in 
a few years. 

President Khalifa said that as we celebrate the Year of 
Zayed, we shall reaffirm our commitment to continue his 
legacy and work, guided by his wisdom and vision.

He said that School of Zayed is a source of inspiration 
for every step that the UAE takes forward, being  a solid 
foundation for the consolidation of the federal structure of 
our young nation, and starting point toward the future so 

that we bolster its position as one of the greatest countries 
in the world in a whole range of fields. “We will continue 
the march of empowerment for Emiratis until they become 
involved in social, political, cultural lives”, he added.

He went on to say that Sheikh Zayed's real wealth was 
not in materialism but in his investment in the men and 
women who build the future of their nation. Therefore, we 
are a nation determined to follow in his footsteps, empow-
ering Emirati people in all fields to contribute to their coun-
try's comprehensive and sustainable development.

HH the President said that the legacy of the late Sheikh 
Zayed will remain alive not only in the hearts and minds of 
the UAE people and Arab and Muslim nations, but all over 
the world. 

This is mainly because benevolence of the late Sheikh 
Zayed stretched to alleviate the sufferings of the needy and 
heal the wounds of the unfortunate in every corner of the 
globe without discrimination on the grounds of religion, 
race, or skin colour.  The projects of goodness and devel-
opment have continued to flourish marking his memory 
in many communities and countries, as the declaration 
of 2017 as Year of Giving is an annexe to the approach of 
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Zayed, who has encouraged us to offer help selflessly and 
unconditionally.

Mohammed bin Rashid called for the launch
of an exhaustive framework to develop
the initiative “Year of Zayed”

For his part, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, the UAE Vice President, Prime Minister and 
Ruler of Dubai, and by the directives of the UAE Presi-
dent, called for the launch of an exhaustive framework 
to develop the initiative.  HH also called on exploring 
ways to accomplish its goals and to set up an integrated 
agenda aiming to foster Zayed’s values and vision along 
with all federal and local institutions.

“We celebrate the centennial anniversary of the birth 
of one of the greatest and most noble men who dedi-
cated his life for the present and future of the nation,” 
Sheikh Mohammed said.

“We are inspired by the Zayed school of leadership 
and management. With the founding blocks of the 
Union State placed by the late Sheikh Zayed, from 
which we are all reaping the benefits, we will continue 
this path and look forward with optimism to the fu-
ture.”

The Vice President and Ruler of Dubai added, "We 
are inspired by the Zayed school of leadership and man-
agement. With the founding blocks of the Union State 

placed by the late Sheikh Zayed, from which we are all 
reaping the benefits, we will continue this path and look 
forward with optimism to the future.

He continued, “This is why we have launched the 
"UAE Centennial 2071", which includes a comprehen-
sive government programme with a national strategy to 
enhance the country's reputation and soft power and 
ensure that there are sustainable and diverse sources of 
government revenues.”

The aims, His Highness said, are to invest in education 
that focuses on advanced technology, to build a system 
of ethical values for our future generations, to boost 
productivity of the national economy, and to enhance 
community cohesion.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid went on 
to say, "the noble values and traditions of the late Sheikh 
Zayed represent a true wealth and a source of pride for 
all those in the UAE, an inexhaustible well of giving from 
which current and future generations learn how to sac-
rifice all that is precious for the homeland. This is a su-
preme goal that we adhere to, and one to which we all 
work towards, to have the strength needed to survive 
difficulties no matter how large they may be, armed with 
perseverance and patience."

"Sheikh Zayed has instilled in us the willpower and 
determination to challenge and achieve the impossible. 
This is why we are always convinced that we are capable 
of being pioneers and to become one of the best coun-
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tries in the world. He inspired us to see his way to the 
future, to follow in his footsteps with confidence and 
insight, and to consolidate the gains and achievements," 
he added.

Sheikh Mohammed noted how the late founding fa-
ther was a role model of how a ruler interacted with his 
people. "He was modest, and he personally checked on 
the needs of citizens. He would visit their homes and 
attend their occasions, thereby creating a unique bond 
with the people, becoming an inspiration to many in our 
region and the world."

The Ruler of Dubai also highlighted the successful 
management skills of the late Sheikh Zayed, who, he 
said, had the ability to make the right decisions in all 
fields and implement them, thus establishing the foun-
dations for a successful and effective government ad-
ministration for our time.

Mohammed bin Zayed: 
Sheikh Zayed, may Allah rest his soul in peace, 
represents a model of an ambitious leadership

HH Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 
Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander 
of the UAE Armed Forces, said, “The Year of Zayed is an 
occasion to celebrate the achievements of the late Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan and their future impact. The 
UAE, under his leadership, has been able to rise to the ranks 

of developed nations and achieve great development at all 
levels.”

HH also said: “The Emirati citizen was the most important 
element of development, as Sheikh Zayed's main objective was 
to invest in building the Emirati person, believing in his or her 
ability to actively participate in the building of the nation. He 
has always emphasised that man is the most essential element 
of progress, and that the most precious wealth of this coun-
try is its people, who we must take care of well. There is no 
use for money without men. This is the philosophy that drives 
the process of comprehensive and sustainable development 
of this country.”

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed said, “The best way to cel-
ebrate the Year of Zayed would be by spreading Zayed's 
glorious human and cultural legacy via all the people of the 
UAE, to continue his inspirational and noble values, and in-
troduce these ideals to new generations.”

His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
added that the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan laid the foun-
dations for an integrated school of thought in governance 
and politics through interactions with UAE people. The late 
Ruler's doors were always open to the citizens of the UAE 
to enable him to be better acquainted with their needs. He 
had an ability to make decisions without hesitation, espe-
cially those related to the security and stability of the home-
land and its interests.

His Highness, the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince, emphasised 
that Sheikh Zayed applied a unique system of noble morals 
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and values that shaped the conscience of the 
UAE people, creating a positive image of the 
UAE held globally. “The UAE's image is found-
ed on a core belief system of tolerance and 
coexistence. Nations across the world call 
to uphold and strengthen this faith in light 
of the growing fanaticism and hatred that 
threatens international peace and security.”

"The late Sheikh Zayed established a 
global school of tolerance and coexistence 
because he knew that from the Union's be-
ginnings, the UAE's uniqueness lay in its abil-
ity to welcome different races, religions, and 
cultures without abandoning its social and 
cultural identity. The principles in which 
the late ruler believed, and strived for, were 
aimed at creating a world of coexistence and 
peace," he added.

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed said, "to celebrate the Year 
of Zayed in the best way possible, we must ensure that 
the glorious journey is continued, sharing the human and 
cultural heritage with all the people of the UAE, to carry 
forward its noble legacy and values, and inspire future gen-
erations."

“Sheikh Zayed is an example for every Emirati citizen, and 
loyalty to his legacy must be followed through his principles 
and values. Today, we need to learn from these authentic 
national values, and draw lessons from them to continue 
developing the nation's renaissance on the global map.”

He went on to say that Sheikh Zayed's legacy is a ho-
mogenous, harmonious system of human values and eth-
ics. The late Sheikh Zayed principles will continue to in-
spire leadership, sacrifice and sincerity, and provide future 
generations with an on-going learning experience from his 
school of thought. President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan's directives to strengthen the path 
of progress by remembering our past, living in the present, 
and aspiring to the future are the foundations and princi-
ples upon which the late Sheikh Zayed set the course of 
the UAE.

HH Sheikh Mohamed explained that the late ruler had 
a significant impact on the promotion of the principles of 
humanitarian action, and was a pioneer of charitable and 
developmental aid in the 20th century. Sheikh Zayed's 
name is in the hearts and minds of individuals who have 
benefited from the various charitable projects and organi-

sations that the late ruler set up and supported.
In 1971, the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development was 

established to assist and contribute to humanitarian de-
velopment projects. In 1992, the late Sheikh Zayed estab-
lished the Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan Charitable 
and Humanitarian Foundation to be a helping hand for 
disadvantaged individuals, inside and outside the UAE, in 
addition to the pivotal role of the Emirates Red Crescent.

The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi affirmed that Sheikh 
Zayed was a symbol of Arab unity and solidarity. History 
sheds light on his role in strengthening the bonds of Arab 
solidarity and supporting friendly nations in times of adver-
sity, including the GCC, which was established in Abu Dha-
bi in 1981. The late Sheikh Zayed worked hard to promote 
joint Gulf action based on the belief in unity as a path of 
excellence, pride and progress.

Sheikh Mohamed said that the late ruler gained a repu-
tation throughout the Arab world for his intellect and ac-
tions that ignored division, difference, and rivalry between 
Arab states, in addition to his insightful vision in interna-
tional relations, acting as a guarantor of security, stability 
and development for all people of the world.

HH Sheikh Doctor Sultan bin Mohammed
Al Qasimi: Sticking with the late Sheikh Zayed’s 
approach is an oath of loyalty we can ever prove

HH Sheikh Doctor Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi, 
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Member of the Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah, has 
hailed the initiative, which he believes, it reflects the trend 
of the UAE in following in footsteps of the approach previ-
ously taken by the founding father, the late Sheikh Zayed 
bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may Allah rest his soul in peace, in 
fostering the march of benevolence and giving at all levels. 

In a statement, HH said: “The name of the late Sheikh 
Zayed is always associated with benevolence, and he nev-
er hesitated to render a helping hand to the needy across 
the world. He laid the foundation stone of the principles of 
giving and humanitarian action in the country as they were 
and still are the top priority of UAE. UAE has always been 
at the forefront in providing aid to the sisterly peoples in 
the area of humanitarian action, namely offering help to 
the destitute, securing the feared, educating the illiterate, 
building mosques and hospitals until it has become on a 
par with world’s countries in the humanitarian action.”

HH the Ruler of Sharjah also said that the Emiratis have 
followed in footsteps of the late Sheikh Zayed, and today 
we harvest the seed of late Sheikh Zayed as it is embodied 
in the citizens of this country who have drawn the finest 
pictures of generous giving. “They have made enormous 
sacrifices solely to serve those in need all over the world by 
risking their lives and dedicating their time for this noble 
cause,” added HH Sheikh Al Qasimi.

HH pointed out that the legacy of Sheikh Zayed are 
many, besides he put forth for UAE a clear approach that is 
based on serving the human being, and he dedicated most 
of his time to achieve this goal. The country has now be-
come an oasis of safety and tolerance where people live in 
peace and stability regardless of nationality or colour.

HH also said that the announcement of 2018 as Year of 
Zayed is an opportunity to express our pride in the con-

siderable accomplishments and gains that the late Sheikh 
Zayed made, adding that we shall continue development 
and preserve the country’s gains as a manifestation of our 
gratitude in memory of Sheikh Zayed.

HH Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi: 
Development and prosperity witnessed across the 
country are a mere reflection of Zayed’s dream

HH Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi, Member of 
the Supreme Court and Ruler of Ajman, has praised the 
initiative as it reflects the march and legacy of a leader 
whose life was full of acts of benevolence and achieve-
ments. Throughout his life, he managed to build a country 
and bring its people to the union with his charity and care. 
Therefore, we need to revive his legacy as it becomes a part 
of everyone’s life living in this country and as a reminder of 
his accomplishments and stances for the benefit of Arabs 
and Muslims.   

HH Ruler of Ajman said that this major initiative would 
remind us of a leader whose legacy is packed with lessons 
where he was patient and perseverant in achieving goals 
that were, in the view of many, impossible. HH also said 
that the declaration 2018 as Year of Zayed was a wise 
choice as it endeavours to mark the 100th anniversary of 
Sheikh Zayed birth and to show our loyalty to a leader who 
devoted himself to his country and people.

HH added that when the late Sheikh Zayed took up the 
reins of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi on Aug. 6, 1966, he found 
people had been united over the years with religion and 
tradition and sought to unite them. Towards this goal, he 
realised after a careful reading of history that nations could 
not be strong and free without being united with love, har-
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mony and sacrifice.
HH Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Al Nuaimi 

pointed out that the late Sheikh Zayed is a 
leader of deep insight and confidence and 
determination to make his dreams a reality 
and that UAE has become a beacon of light 
among nations worldwide. HH added that 
welfare and prosperity, security and stability 
which people live in today and development 
witnessed across the country is merely a re-
flection of a dream of a leader who has taught 
us and we still learn from him that leadership 
is about candour in speech and sincerity in 
action.  It also about serving people and be-
lieving in their abilities and streamlining their 
potential to raise the country’s status high 
among world’s nations.

HH Ruler of Ajman made clear that thanks to vision 
and leadership of the late Sheikh Zayed, UAE has made 
record scores in development and progress at all levels. 
The economy is robust and prosperous, the country is 
politically stable, and the administration and productiv-
ity are developed. Besides, the country today got mod-
ern educational, health and cultural institutions with 
the best services since caring for and developing the 
human being are the assets for UAE future, while main-
taining the cultural identity of UAE, for being a Muslim 
country as enshrined in history and the Constitution.

“Security is ensured nationwide even though the coun-
try is a home to many nationalities from all over the world, 
thus making security elsewhere hard to provide. This sta-
bility has reflected directly to the image of UAE abroad,” 
said HH Sheikh Humaid.

HH the Ruler of Ajman also said that all those do-
mestic achievements had been accompanied by inter-
national ones when the late Sheikh Zayed deepened 
the UAE role overseas by aiding the evacuated, refugees, 
disabled, persecuted and the needy and establishing 
houses of Allah and supporting what is right. “Thus has 
helped the country to gain a power and efficacy region-
ally and globally as it is now a practical part and plays a 
significant role in the Arab, Islam, regional and interna-
tional arenas, besides it clear and steady foreign policy 
which calls for harmony, solidarity,  peace, justice and 
equity in the international relations, and rejects rift and 
division,” added HH the Ruler of Ajman.

HH Sheikh Hamad bin Mohammed Al Sharqi:
UAE has become renowned as a country of 
accomplishments, thanks to Zayed’s thinking and 
strategy

HH Sheikh Hamad bin Mohammed Al Sharqi, Member 
of the Supreme Council and Ruler of Fujairah, has hailed 
the initiative, saying that the announcement of 2018 as 
Year of Zayed is a commitment to preserving the culture 
of excellence, continuing improvement of our performance 
and achieving pioneering in a whole range of areas. These 
comprise a part of our national culture on which we have 
been raised in UAE, thanks to Zayed’s thought and direc-
tives in the building and development.

HH Ruler of Fujairah pointed out that the late Sheikh 
Zayed’s experience is filled with lessons that benefit both 
present and future generations as it is viewed as a signifi-
cant landmark in UAE history, and ultimately has become a 
constitution suitable for any time and any place. 

“The late Sheikh Zayed’s experience was grounded on in-
vestment in the human being and its values, said HH Ruler 
of Fujairah, adding that the country’s experience is inspired 
by the thought of Sheikh Zayed and it does not intend to 
achieve short-term goals. It is a strategy aiming to create a 
qualitative leap on track of development and prosperity.”

HH Sheikh Hamad further said: “Today we take pride 
in the path of late Sheikh Zayed thought and strategy in 
building the country as the latter has become to be re-
nowned for splendid accomplishments that never cease to 
mesmerise the world of everything brand new and creative. 
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HH Sheikh Saud bin Rashid Al Mualla:
 Today we remember the giving made by loyal men 
to inspire the spirit of patriotism and resolution

HH Sheikh Saud bin Rashid Al Mualla, Member of 
the Supreme Council and Ruler of Umm Al Quwain, ex-
pressed his pride in the directives of HH UAE President 
to announce 2018 as Year of Zayed in an effort to owe 
him a deep debt of gratitude for  Zayed of benevolence, 
humanity and giving and to celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of his birth. 

HH the Ruler of Umm Al Quwain said that the late 
Sheikh Zayed fulfilled what he had promised, reaped 
what he had sown and wrote the eternal national his-
tory and human civilisation in which leadership genius 
and determination were put in place to build a mod-
ern country seeking to spread goodness for humanity 
around the world. 

“Towards this goal, the Emiratis have borne their re-
sponsibility in contributing to the building of the coun-
try and protecting its gains to the point UAE has be-
come a model for the national work and future shaping, 
thus making it merit the world’s appreciation,” pointed 
out HH Sheikh Saud bin Rashid Al Mualla.

HH Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi:
UAE citizens adherence to Sheikh Zayed’s approach 
reflects the noble meanings of loyalty

HH Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, Member of the 
Supreme Council and Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah, also 
hailed the UAE President declaration of 2018 as Year of 
Zayed with pride in the everlasting accomplishments 
the late Sheikh Zayed conducted and in commemora-
tion of his legacy through which he sought to cement 
the pillars of the union and build a modern country 
worth of position and good repute in the world. 

HH Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah said: “This national ini-
tiative launched by the UAE President is an opportunity 
in which we affirm our steadfastness to the approach of 
the late Sheikh Zayed, may Allah rest his soul in peace, 
and our loyalty to the human and civilisational legacy he 
left behind. He is an inspirational leader who led his peo-
ple with steady steps towards a dream and surmounted 
all difficulties and challenges to establish the union of 
UAE. 

It was a moment in which the march of development 
had started to show the entire world the most success-
ful union experience ever known. As such, the UAE peo-
ple have since lived in security, stability, prosperity and 
good living standard, for both citizens and expats.”

HH added: “The year of 2018 will be a significant wa-
tershed in UAE history and we will provide the world 
with Zayed’s experience in the building of nations and 
investment into the human being. It will also help bol-
ster the values of giving and benevolence and help to 
the needy and afflicted around the world without segre-
gation based on race, decree or religion. 

“The late Sheikh Zayed gave top priority to educa-
tion in the belief that the Emiratis should contribute to 
pushing the march of a development of UAE. Zayed’s 
approach is the Constitution of life for the Emiratis from 
which we draw lessons for working sincerely to raise the 
country’s status high and draw present and future of 
UAE,” pointed out HH Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi.

HH the Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah stressed the stead-
fastness of the Emiratis to the approach of the late 
Sheikh Zayed when they have made enormous sacrifices 
for the country’s sake to protect its borders. 

“Such sacrifices reflect the best meanings of loyal-
ty which the late Sheikh Zayed planted in hearts and 
minds of citizens so that they would yield an educated 
generation of youth fully aware of the significance of 
preserving the country’s gains and putting its interest 
first to ensure its high standing, security and stability,” 
concluded HH Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi. 
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The UAE official Haj mission has arrived in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia and embarked on its tasks in serving the 
Emirati pilgrims and following up their moves and accom-
modation in Mecca and Medina, as well as building tents 
and setting up a plan to transport them to Mina and Araf 
in collaboration with the relevant authorities in Saudi Ara-
bia. Their mission is to do everything they could to provide 
pilgrims with the best services and help them perform Haj 
with ease and comfort until they return to UAE.

For his part, HE Dr Mohammed Matar Al-Kaabi, Awqaf 
Chairman and Head of the UAE official Haj mission, called 
on the mission members while leaving to the holy sites on 
Tuesday 22 August to work sincerely and be best ambas-
sadors as their mission is primarily to serve the Emirati pil-
grims in this great Haj season. He also urged them to con-
tinue working around the clock in caring for pilgrims and 
making them feel of the UAE wise leadership care so that 
they perform their Haj correctly and perfectly as per the rul-
ings of Islam. 

Dr Al-Kaabi said: “We are leaving the country while our 
hearts are beating with a deepest wish and our tongues are 
uttering most sincere supplication to the Exalted Allah to 
grant HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Pres-

ident, may Allah protect him, with abundant health and 
wellbeing, and ensure success to HH Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice-President, Prime Minister and 
Ruler of Dubai, HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahy-
an, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Com-
mander of the Armed Forces, and Their Highness the Rulers 
of the Emirates for everything they seek to achieve for the 
benefit of the country and ensure its pride and prosperity. 

May Allah have mercy on the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sul-
tan Al Nahyan and the honourable martyrs of our country 
who sacrificed their lives in loyalty to this country and its 
leadership just to ensure peace regionally and globally. 

Haj is a season to shed light on people’s endeavours to 
establish cooperation and boost co-existence in safety and 
peace, in compliance with what Allah the Almighty says: 
“And [mention] when We made the House a place of return 
for the people and [a place of] security.” We hope stability 
and peace prevail in our Arab and Muslim world and the 
rest of the world’s countries and that Haj will be a civilisa-
tional and faith message that reflects peace and stability 
that Islam calls for away from extremism and terrorism.

We are heading to Saudi Arabia while extending our deep-
est appreciation to it people and wise leadership for their 

The UAE official Haj mission arrives
 in the holy sites

Head of the UAE official Haj delegation talking to the delegation members when leaving the Abu Dhabi Int’l Airport 
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exerted efforts in providing best services for pilgrims 
who flock to the holy House from every corner of the 
globe. We also seek to cement relations between our 
leadership and Saudis that go deep down in history 
and geography, religion and blood and shared future. 

Prior the arrival of the UAE official Haj mission, the 
UAE preparatory Hajj mission had left to the holy sites 
and undertaken its preparatory tasks about pilgrims' 
camps in Mina and Arafat. As such, it had closely fol-
lowed up work progress by the assigned contractors 
to ensure that work had been progressing as planned 
ahead of the Hajj season.  The mission had also been 
preparing for receiving the pilgrims at airports; the aim 
is to help in facilitating their entry and housing proce-
dures as well as make sure that the Hajj campaign op-
erators had arranged appropriate facilities and services.

Commenting on this, Dr Mohammad Matar al 
Kaabi, Awqaf's Chairman and Head of the UAE Offi-
cial Hajj mission, said that in line with the UAE wise 
leadership's directives to harness all efforts that are 
conducive to touch UAE pilgrims' hearts with happi-
ness, the mission has completed 60 per cent of the 
construction of the camps and setting up their facili-
ties during the few past days.

“The mission members were given guidelines to fur-
nish the camps with appropriate numbers and sizes of 
air conditioners and power generators in order to be 
prepared for any heat waves that may be experienced 
in the region,”  Dr al Kaabi added, pointing out that 
the tents, this year, were made of heat-proof material.”

In an interview that “AlBayan” Dubai-based news-
paper, Dr Al Kaabi said that we had received zero 
complaints or remarks during the last Haj season re-
garding the services provided by Haj operators name-
ly the services, accommodation and transportation, 
expressing his hope that this year we achieve spectac-
ular results, compared to the last year. 

Awqaf Chairman pointed out that the heatwave 
that is currently striking the region has prompted us 
to come up with a solution by upgrading the air-con-
ditioners and spurring their capacity with a percent-
age of 150 in Mina and Arafat. The aim is to help pil-
grims perform Haj rites with ease and comfort. 

It is noteworthy that an agreement was concluded 
with Haj operators to renew all furniture and luggage 
utilised by pilgrims in the sacred sites. 

The UAE Official Fatwa Centre 
sets up to promote pilgrims’ 

awareness of rulings of Haj rites

The UAE official Fatwa Centre has begun its early preparations to 
answer public queries as a prelude to the upcoming Haj season. 

In a statement, Awqaf’s Chairman, Dr Mohammed Matar Al 
Kaabi, said that pilgrims’ knowledge of Haj rulings is a priority 
before they depart to the holy sites and during their stay ob-
serving this great pillar of Islam.  

“Awqaf cares for promoting pilgrims’ knowledge of Haj rites by 
delegating preachers along with Haj operators as well as muftis 
along with the official mission”, said Dr Al-Kaabi, ensuring that the 
Fatwa Centre is the sole reference of Iftaa for the UAE pilgrims.

Awqaf’s chairman stated that the number of public queries 
is expected to rise during the next period, to reach around 3000 
questions daily, particularly when the Haj season and the Eid 
Adha are approaching.  

“The official Fatwa Centre has put in place a schedule of 
shifts for Muftis and increased their number in periods in which 
queries are expected to skyrocket from a whole range of peo-
ple”, he pointed out. 

He further said that the Centre would delegate a host of 
Muftis to accompany the UAE official Haj delegation to re-
ceive the public queries including the contemporary issues. 
On a related note, the UAE Pilgrims’ Affairs Office has allocat-
ed contact numbers in the holy sites to answer the pilgrims’ 
queries so that they can correctly perform Haj rites. 

Before that, the Fatwa Centre held workshops and training 
courses for Muftis to discuss the contemporary Fatwas related 
to Haj and how to deal with them with the aim of shaping one 
single opinion. 

To bid farewell to and receive pilgrims at airports and 
borders, Muftis will be there to respond their questions or 
queries before heading to the Holy House in Mecca.

The Centre will also hold Iftaa sessions at mosques to 
receive questions and queries of pilgrims and guide them to 
learn of the significance of this great pillar and how to prepare 
for and observe it for being the most important lifetime 
journey in every Muslim’s heart and mind. 

It is noteworthy that the Fatwa Centre will, in cooperation 
with the Abu Dhabi Quran Radio, allocate episodes of “Yas-
taftunaka” (they are asking you) programme to speak of Haj 
Fiqh (jurisprudence) and open the door for enquirers to answer 
their questions. 
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HE Dr Mohammed Matar Al Kaabi, Awqaf Chairman, and 
Head of the UAE official Haj delegation said, as part of the 
media committee statement, that directives of the UAE 
wise leadership every year focus on the importance of pro-
viding the best care for the Emirati pilgrims, making them 
happy and fulfilling their needs from the day of their de-
parture to the holy sites till they return to the homeland.

Dr Al Kaabi also said that the delegation role is not 
restricted to ensuring safety, security and preparedness 
of the place, it seeks to provide an exhaustive health care 
around the clock for the Emirati pilgrims in Mecca and 
Medina. He pointed out that emergency committees 
will be fully prepared to take action around the clock 
when dealing with incidents and potential crises.

On a related note, Awqaf Chairman said that all ser-
vices pilgrims are in need of in the tents will be provided 
by highly qualified and skilled employees and workers, 
namely health care and preaching. Dr Al Kaabi assured 
that cooling system is set up as per high standards in 
the tent of Arafa including modern air-conditioners op-
erating at the capacity of 25 tons for each unit, with an 
average of four units for each tent. 

“The total number of the cooling capacity stands at 
100 tons, and such enormous capacity is a qualitative 

leap that occurs for the first time in a history of a grand 
day of Haj on the mountain of Arafat,” said Dr Al Kaabi. 
He added that there would be a significant number of 
regular and water misting fans would be set up in the 
corridors of the tent.

“Earlier, the specialised delegation committees had 
checked out the final equipment needed for the UAE 
pilgrims tent in Arafat, and ensured the operational 
quality of all facilities in tents just to make sure every-
thing is smooth and comforting before starting the rites 
of Haj,” said Awqaf Chairman.

It is noteworthy that some official entities in Saudi 
Arabia in charge of Haj affairs commended the Emirati 
tents in the holy sites in Mecca. The necessary facilities, 
civil defence and water agency also lauded the UAE tents 
as being the top and best in terms of care and services 
offered to pilgrims for the second year in a row.

The tents are of high quality that can acclimate to 
all circumstances and meet the requirements, besides 
the large size of tents and availability of services that 
concentrate on upgrading the operational capacity of 
air-conditioners and providing highest rates of safety, 
and preparedness in coping with emergencies and crises 
with five-star services.

The UAE official Haj delegation provides highest 
rates of care for the Emirati pilgrims

The UAE pilgrims tent in Arafat
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The UAE official Haj delegation 
distributes 153 thousand meals
 in memory of late Sheikh Zayed

The UAE official Haj delegation has begun the distribution of 153, 000 meals to 
pilgrims at the holy sites in honour of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, 
Founder of UAE, may Allah rest his soul in peace.

On this occasion, Dr Mohammed Matar Al Kaabi, Awqaf Chairman and Head 
of the UAE official Haj delegation, said that Haj affairs office is overseeing the 
distribution of meals to pilgrims coming from all over the world at several stages. 
“The first phase would witness the distribution of 20,000 to pilgrims in Medina 
next to the Prophet Muhammad’s Mosque,” pointed out Dr Al Kaabi.

HE Dr Al Kaabi also said that 50,000 meals would be distributed to pilgrims 
on the day of Arafa, in addition to 30,000 in Muzdalifa. Another 25,000 meals are 
planned to be distributed in Mina tents during the Tashriq days.

HE Dr Al Kaabi said that pilgrims affairs office closely and accurately follows 
the delivery, storing and distribution of meals as they are overseen by a special-
ised committee assigned to offer healthy meals and select its components that 
contain high nutritional benefits so that pilgrims can perform Haj rituals and tol-
erate the physical effort they make during the blessed days of Haj.

He noted that the process of distributing meals would be done vertically where 
the delivery vehicles would be deployed in a way that helps to cover all the ar-
eas where pilgrims gather, adding that such method would help distribute meals 
without much effort or the large crowd of people happen to be in one place.

Awqaf Chairman and Head of Haj delegation further said that all meals meet the 
necessary health requirements as they are gone under strict control on the way they 
are stored and distributed and follow preventive steps that ensure their validity for 
distribution. He shed light that the delegation is keenly interested in benefitting a 
large number of pilgrims from the meals that would be distributed in honour of the 
late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, may Allah rest his soul in peace. 

The UAE official 
Haj delegation 
receives a land 
for the Emirates 

pilgrims
 in Muzdalifa

The UAE official Haj delegation has 
received the land allocated for the 
Emirati pilgrims in Muzdalifa from 
the relevant authorities in the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia

On this occasion, HE Dr Moham-
med Matar Al Kaabi, Awqaf Chair-
man and Head of the UAE official 
Haj delegation, said that the mis-
sion committees had embarked on 
working the land by transforming it 
into five sections that fulfill the pil-
grims’ needs so that they perform 
Haj rites with ease and comfort 
once they arrive at Muzdalifa and 
after they stand in Arafa.

Dr Al Kaabi noted that this year 
would witness the introduction of 
non-electric fans, best known as 
water fisting fans, just to ensure pil-
grims perform the ritual of Haj with 
comfort amid hot weather in the 
Haj season this year.

On a related note, Awqaf Chair-
man pointed out that special re-
stroom would be established to 
ensure the Emirati pilgrims' privacy 
without the need to gather in one 
place, adding that this type of ser-
vices offered to pilgrims is unprec-
edented among all official missions 
and internal and foreign Haj cam-
paigns in holy places. 

Dr Al Kaabi also said that caring 
for pilgrims is a duty and a reflec-
tion of the UAE prudent leadership 
directives in providing them with 
the best means of comfort and 
safety. 

Distributing meals to pilgrims
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heart is still unmoved, and noth-
ing has changed in his or her life 
and circumstance, they have not 
yet realised the significance and 
status of Haj, and not valued the 
blessing that Allah has conferred 
upon them.

We have experienced days in 
Haj and never gone away from 
our hearts and sights. They were 
wonderful memories and days 
and happy times in which we 
gained much including the puri-
fication of hearts, and pureness 
of minds as well as solidarity and 
cooperation of people.

Only if did we remember Haj 
of the past, our hearts would ex-
tend the deepest sympathy with 

Nowadays, we are living along 
with pilgrims who are observing 
this great pillar while our hearts 
are overwhelmed with the pas-
sion of visiting the holy sites, 
and the souls are yearning to be 
a part of those who are destined 
to perform Haj. On this momen-
tous occasion, the Magazine hosts 
an elite of preachers at Awqaf to 
evoke their memories and experi-
ences during their Haj journey.

Ahmed Al-Yamahi, Preacher
Allah the Almighty has com-

manded us to make the pilgrim-
age to Mecca and made it one 
of the pillars of Islam for reasons 
best known Him as they are ob-

viously manifested for everyone 
has ever tasted the sweetness of 
Haj and perceived its light. Haj is 
a turning point in one’s life and is 
a resting place for hearts after go-
ing through a tiring trip. Haj is an 
opportunity for people to come 
closer to Allah, supplicate to Him 
and testify their monotheism. It is 
also a reminder of a splendid day 
in which a huge crowd of people 
come together in one place jog-
ging their memory of the Prophet 
Ibrahim story and draw lessons 
and benefits.

Whoever comes back from Haj, 
they will definitely return as pure, 
pious and gainer, and whoever 
returns from Haj and his or her 

Haj.. memories in words
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pilgrims who experienced much 
hardship and difficulty in their 
trip to Mecca. The journey used to 
last weeks and months on horse-
backs and camelbacks at a time 
where no five-star hotels were 
in existence, let alone planes or 
air-conditioned cars. There were 
primitive houses, and pilgrims 
used to survive their long journey 
on dates and water. Today, the 
trip to Mecca lasts in few hours 
with comfortable and air-condi-
tioned means of transportation, 
and food is abundant.

Maryam Al-Zaydi, Preacher
Each of us has got good memo-

ries deeply enshrined in our hearts 
and minds. These memories give 
us a blended feeling of joy, happi-
ness and yearning, and hopefully, 
we repeat the journey to Mecca 
whenever possible. The happiest 
moment for every human being 
when he or she gets surprised of 
the supplication they made to the 
Exalted to Allah came to fruition, 
and they smile out of joy saying 
loudly and secretly: Thanks to Al-
lah. 

Allah the Gracious had con-
ferred upon me when I lived those 
unforgettable moments and are 
still engraved in my memory, and 
I do not think I will ever forget 
them. They were moments I have 
always prayed to Allah sincerely 
to bestow on me. It is the glad tid-
ings of embarking on the journey 
to Mecca which every believer’s 
hearts longs to make.

When I was a little girl, I was 

emotionally taken and prayed to 
Allah for me with supplications.

We prepared for Haj journey 
heading to Saudi Arabia and got 
on the plane with our hearts long-
ing for the holy sites. Once we 
drew closer to Meeqat location, I 
said to myself  : “Here I am, O Allah! I  
intend to perform Umra, besides Haj.”

Once we arrived at Jeddah 
airport, we claimed our luggage 
and headed to Mecca while our 
tongues were occupied with Tal-
biyah in all positions, either being 
seated or stood upright or await-
ed. Afterwards, we arrived at the 
residence in Mecca and unloaded 
our luggage and headed to the 
holy house for circumambulation 
of arrival. The view was outstand-
ing while people from every cor-
ner of globe gathered to exalt Al-
lah the Almighty and declare His 
Oneness and worship to Him all 
alone.

We then went to do Sa’i (brisk 

watching television while pilgrims 
were shouting as loud as they 
could in prayer saying the suppli-
cation: “Here I am, O Allah, here I 
am. Here I am, You have no part-
ner, here I am. Verily all praise and 
blessings are Yours, and all sov-
ereignty, You have no partner”, I 
used to feel overwhelmed and re-
peat the supplication simultane-
ously. Year after year my longing 
to Mecca increases, particularly 
when the season of Haj is up and 
my heart grows obsessed with Haj 
trip even though I was unable to 
perceive the true meaning of Haj.   

When I grew up and was 18 
years of age, I studied aboard at 
Mohammed V University. It was 
the first year of study when I re-
ceived the good news of joining 
a group of pilgrims heading to 
Mecca along with the UAE official 
Haj delegation. I went back home 
country and spread the news to 
my family members who were 
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walking) between Safa and Mar-
wa, and Allah made things easy 
for us even though it was packed 
with people. Afterwards, we re-
moved our Ihram yet our tongues 
and hearts kept uttering the name 
of Allah and saying Talbiyah.

On the 8th of Di Al-Hajj, we 
headed to Mina, and there we per-
formed Al-Dhuhr, Asr, Maghreb, 
Isha and Fajr Prayers. Each prayer 
was observed in its proper time 
while shortening the four units of 
prayer and we stayed there until 
the sunrise, and our tongues kept 
saying Talbiyah.

On the 9th of Di Al-Hijja and 
after the sunrise, we left Mina 
heading to Arafa, a great day of 
the Haj season, as the Prophet 
Muhammad, may Allah bless and 
grant him peace, said: “Haj is Ara-
fa,” I increased the supplication 
and exaltation to Allah until the 
sun set. I also kept saying secret-
ly and openly: “There is no God 

Greatest” and every moment I 
was tossing a pebble I was feeling 
the meaning that Allah is above 
all preoccupations of life that 
were busying my mind as though 
a heavy burden was lifted off my 
shoulder.

After that, we headed to Mec-
ca to make Al-Ifadha circumam-
bulation followed by Sa’a and 
immediately after we returned 
to Mina once again and then we 
made Tahalul Asghar (partial re-
lease from Ihram) and shortened 
our hair with a fingertip long. We 
assigned someone to slaughter 
animals for us, and we stayed in 
Mina for three nights to throw 
the remaining pebbles.

In spite of the hardships we 
often faced while performing the 
rites of Hajj, and even though our 
friend and relatives were with us 
for a period of time, we did not 
feel sad for leaving them because 
our hearts were longing to in-
crease worships for the Exalted 
Allah.

Our Haj was spent easily, thanks 
to Allah and the perfect coordina-
tion by the UAE official Haj dele-
gation. We thank the UAE wise 
leadership that provided us with 
all means of comfort so that we 
could perform Haj rites smoothly.  

Wadha Khalifa Al-Saboussi, 
Preacher

All praise due to Allah, who has 
bestowed upon us plenty of bless-
ings and bounties. May the peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon the 
Prophet Muhammad, the best 
of His creatures and His chosen 

but Allah, He is all alone, having 
no associates,” and I increased the 
blessings upon the Prophet Mu-
hammad PBUH. 

I had an eerie feeling on that 
magnificent day as though Allah 
the Almighty was close to me; He 
was hearing me and answering 
my supplications. It was indeed an 
unforgettable day; likewise, I will 
never forget the overwhelming 
feeling I had at that very moment.

After standing on Arafa (moun-
tain), we headed to Muzdalifa, 
and once we arrived there, we ob-
served Maghreb and Isha Prayers. 
While staying at Muzdalifa, I 
collected several pebbles that I 
would throw Jamrat Al-Aqaba. 
We stayed there for a period and 
then we came back to Mina to 
throw Jamrat Al Aqaba I which 
coincides with the first day of Eid 
Al-Adha. We threw the pebbles, 
and with each stone, I threw my 
tongue was uttering “Allah is the 
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Messenger. 
On a blessing morning day, 

my phone rang. It was a call from 
Awqaf to inform me of my joining 
the UAE official Haj delegation. 
Nine years had passed since I last 
made the pilgrimage to Mecca. It 
was such a blessing from Allah the 
Almighty.

I was selected to perform the 
rites of Haj and to represent my 
country in the noblest job ever. It 
was such an honour and task that 
worth working hard for. As the 
trip to Mecca drew closer, I grew 
more interested in embarking on 
Haj journey. 

On the day of departure, we 
met at the airport and did not 
know many faces that were filled 
with joy shaking one another 
hands as though they knew one 
another for years. They had smil-
ing faces and their steps were 
rapid, and their eyes were full of 
determination prepared to begin 

gether including meeting, writing, 
discussing, and laughing. Those 
moments made me feel so proud 
of the girls of my country, girls of 
Zayed.

In the morning of 8th Du Al-
Hajj (day of Al-Tarwiyah), the 
work plan was prepared, and 
the vision was crystal clear, and 
each member of delegation knew 
what he or she was going to do. 
We departed towards Mina with 
pilgrims while our hearts were 
hovering over them coupled with 
love and compassion. We were 
mesmerised by the work of the 
delegation, thanks to the unstint-
ing support of UAE astute leader-
ship and its keen interest in caring 
for the delegation. The latter has 
become a landmark among other 
missions.

The delegation members were 
like a beehive working intensive-
ly. I will not exaggerate to say that 
the mission received much ap-
preciation and thanks from every 
person I met with. This makes us 
feel the intensity of responsibility 
and the importance of working 
harder to provide pilgrims with 
the best services. 

The Eid Al-Adha arrived, we 
slaughtered the animals and 
moved along with pilgrims to 
Mecca for Ifadha circumambu-
lation and complete the rites of 
Hajj. Afterwards, we came back to 
Mina and stayed there for three 
days following Eid. There we got 
to know more female pilgrims 
and spent lots of time together.

At last, we would like to thank 

the trip.
As the Haj journey set out on, 

hearts preceded bodies, and in 
ease and comfort, we arrived at 
the building of the delegation. 
We were welcomed by delegation 
members who made everything 
possible to receive the official 
mission and Haj campaigns. 

We then claimed our rooms 
and unloaded our luggage and 
got on buses and cars. After that, 
we arrived at the holy mosque 
and performed Umra (minor pil-
grimage). After finishing Umra, 
we came back to the delegation 
office where we were received 
with the smell of grilled meat, 
Arabian bread and scent of coffee 
was filling the place. 

We used to reside on the 3rd 
floor and meet at different times 
of the day, thus helping exchange 
knowledge and expertise among 
one another and enriching infor-
mation. We did a lot of stuff to-
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our prudent leadership for the 
unwavering support and special 
care, and also thank the official 
delegation for their hospitality 
and administration since it was a 
chance to get recognizant of the 
determination of the Emirati cit-
izens. I would like to thank them 
for making me feel proud of their 
hard work.

Dr Khaled Abdel-Salam
The Haj journey to the holy 

House is such a blessing where 
we get rewarded and observe an 
obligatory act of worship, sins are 
forgiven, misdeeds are erased, and 
rankings are raised. In this regard, 
the Prophet Muhammad PBUH 
said: “Whoever performs Hajj to 
this House (Kaaba) and does not 
approach his wife for sexual rela-
tions nor commits sins (while per-
forming Hajj), he will come out as 
sinless as a newly born child.”

Whoever performed Haj has 
a story they lived and a feeling 
they experienced. After hearts 

eyes were filled with tears and fac-
es were looking at the sky await-
ing Allah’s blessing and bounty 
while Allah's mercies were com-
ing down upon them. It was as if 
a sound was coming from heaven 
telling them your sins were forgiv-
en, and for whom you interceded. 
At that moment, Allah the Exalt-
ed glorifies the people of Arafat 
saying: “Look at My slaves who 
have come unkempt and dusty. I 
testify your, My angels, that I have 
forgiven them.”

I also saw the pilgrims’ keen in-
terest in observing the Haj rites 
correctly as they were previously 
performed by the Messenger Mu-
hammad PBUH. They used to ask 
questions in Fiqh (jurisprudence) 
of Haj as this requires every Muf-
ti and preacher to be patient and 
insightful of Haj and Umra rulings, 
and other matters related to Haj.

One of Allah’s blessings is that 
UAE makes things easy for pil-
grims and overcomes difficulties 
and offers them the religious, 
medical, accommodation services 
so that they make the pilgrimage 
with ease and comfort.

I was thrilled when I saw how 
keenly interested pilgrims were 
especially when they complied 
with the regulations being put in 
place when performing the Haj to 
ensure their safety. In Mina, pil-
grims got the chance to remem-
ber and thank Allah as they are 
blessed days. There you see pil-
grims occupied with the remem-
brance of Allah whereas others 
go to circumambulate the Kaaba 

and souls longed to visit the 
holy House and stand on Arafat 
(mountain) and visit the Proph-
et Muhammad PBUH. To this 
end, Allah the Almighty helped 
them to fulfil their wishes and 
ease pilgrims to observe Haj. For 
this journey, sights became clear, 
souls were strengthened, and de-
termination became strong, and 
signals of faith are renewed in 
people’ souls. I witnessed a pic-
ture as the spitting image of the 
day of resurrection where people 
got undressed and wore in white 
and gathered on Arafat mountain 
regardless of their languages and 
skin colours from every corner of 
the globe seeking Allah’s mercy 
and forgiveness.

I had the chance to see pil-
grims at the sunset time on the 
day of Arafat; each was standing 
alone whispering to his Lord and 
each supplicating sincerely to Al-
lah. Voices were breaking with a 
strong feeling of submission and 
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and come back to stay in Mina, 
while others go to throw Jamarat 
(pebbles). All of them seek Allah’s 
mercy and acceptance of their 
Haj.

Whenever I went to throw the 
three pebbles, I felt the strength 
and victory over the whispers of 
Shaytan (Satan) and my soul got 
rid of its ailments while the heart 
became filled with love for people, 
life, and above all for the universe. 

Sheikha Awad, Preacher
I did not find days more blessed 

than days of Haj, lifetime days in 
which the contestants are vying 
one another to gain Allah’s satis-
faction, forgiveness and mercy. 

Haj is the fifth pillar and mile-
stone of religion and most be-
loved deed to Allah the Almighty, 

are many including we come back 
sinless as newly born children.

In this context, the Prophet 
Muhammad PBUH said: “Who-
ever performs Hajj to this House 
(Ka`ba) and does not approach 
his wife for sexual relations nor 
commits sins (while performing 
Hajj), he will come out as sinless 
as a newly born child.” The reward 
of Haj is to admit to Paradise, as 
the Messenger of Allah said: “The 
reward of Hajj Mabrur (i.e., one 
accepted) is nothing but Jannah.”

Haj days are an opportunity 
to rush to Allah with doing ex-
tra deeds of worship as they are a 
gateway to Paradise and forgive-
ness of sins so that our sin book 
is blank, besides they are most 
beloved days to the Exalted Allah. 

as it is said in a sacred Hadith 
when Allah says: “And the most 
beloved thing with which My 
slave comes nearer to Me is what I 
have enjoined upon him.”

I extend my deepest congratu-
lations to everyone who is granted 
the chance to visit the holy House 
for many times, and I congratu-
late myself when Allah the Exalt-
ed chose me to make Haj. Haj is 
made during well-known months 
and every time the Haj season ap-
proaches, my heart beats in joy 
longing to make the pilgrimage to 
the sacred House and to answer 
Allah’s call. I know Haj is obligato-
ry once in a lifetime for every ca-
pable person. Whoever makes the 
pilgrimage once wishes to observe 
Haj once again. The benefits of Haj 
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Allah the Almighty says: “And when My servants ask you, [O 
Muhammad], concerning Me - indeed I am near. I respond to 
the invocation of the supplicant when he calls upon Me. So let 
them respond to Me [by obedience] and believe in Me that 
they may be [rightly] guided.” [Al-Baqara: 186].

Abu Hurayra reported that the Prophet Muhammad, may Al-
lah bless and grant him peace, said: “And the most beloved thing 
with which My slave comes nearer to Me, is what I have enjoined 
upon him; and My slave keeps on coming closer to Me through 
performing Nawafil (voluntary prayers or doing extra deeds be-
sides what is obligatory) until I love him, (so much so that) I be-
come his hearing with which he hears, and his sight with which 
he sees, and his hand with which he strikes, and his leg with which 
he walks; and if he asks Me something, I will surely give him, and 
if he seeks My Protection (refuge), I will surely protect him.”

The general meaning:
Only through good deed one can reach the level of drawing 

closer to the Exalted Allah. Among the greatest of good deeds is 
observe the obligatory acts of worships that Allah the Gracious 
has prescribed upon us, and then increase the voluntary acts of 
worship so that they get rewarded the love of Allah the Almighty. 

Among the greatest of voluntary acts of worship through 
which once can come closer to Allah is recite the Quran and 
contemplate its meanings. In this context, Abi Umama report-
ed that the Prophet Muhammad pbuh said: “Allah does not 
listen to anything more virtuous from the worshiper than the 
two Rak'a of Salat he performs. And the righteousness spreads 
over the head of a worshiper as long as he remains in his Salat. 
And the worshipers shall not draw nearer to Allah, Mighty and 
Sublime is He, with similar to what came from Him.”

Khabab said to a man: “Know that you will not draw closer 
to Allah with anything more beloved to Him than his speech.” 

Remembering and glorifying Allah are the greatest deeds 
that one can do to come closer to Allah the Gracious. In this 
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Benefits 

- Human being is by na-

ture ambitious and seeks 

the best.

- Islam is against despair 

and frustration since life has 

downsides and upsides.

-  We refresh our lives and 

straighten our relation with 

our Lord and surroundings 

with hope.  

O Allah, grant my soul its 

piety and purify it, You are 

the best to purify it, You are 

its Guardian and Master. 

O Allah, not to make our 

hearts go astray after you 

have guided us to the righ-

teous track, and have mercy 

upon us, the Most Giving. 

May the peace and bless-

ings of Allah be upon our 

Master and Prophet, Mu-

hammad, his pure blessed 

family and companions. 

Islam, religion of hope

regard, Allah says: “And remember your Lord much and exalt [Him 
with praise] in the evening and the morning.” [Al-Imran : 41].

Allah also says: “And remember your Lord within yourself in hu-
mility and in fear without being apparent in speech.” [Al-Araf: 205].

Ibn Hibban narrated in his Sahih, and others, the hadith of Moad 
ibn Jabal that he said, “The last thing upon which I parted from the 
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace is that 
I said to him, ‘Which actions are better and closer to Allah?’ He an-
swered, ‘That you die while your tongue is moist with the remem-
brance of Allah.’ 

Drawing closer to Allah the Exalted with righteous deeds and wor-
ships result in gaining victory and happiness in this world and the 
hereafter. As much as a human being increases his or her acts of 
worships towards Allah even though they are small in number, Allah 
will double them with repentance and reward. In this context, Abu 
Hurayra reported that the Messenger of Allah pbuh said: “When My 
servant draws close to Me by the span of a palm, I draw close to him 
by the cubit and when he draws close to Me by the cubit, I draw close 
to him by the space (covered) by two armspans, and when he comes 
to me walking, I go in a hurry towards him.” This Hadith sheds light 
on the greatness and benevolence of Allah towards His servants. 

Whoever wants to gain Allah’s love and to come nearer Him, they 
should stick with the teachings found in the Quran and Sunna of 
the Prophet Muhammad pbuh. Allah says: “Say, [O Muhammad], "If 
you should love Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah will love you and 
forgive you your sins.” [Al-Imran: 31].

It was narrated by Abu Hurayra that the Messenger of Allah pbuh 
said: “If Allah loves a person, He calls Gabriel, saying, 'Allah loves so and 
so, O Gabriel love him' So Gabriel would love him and then would make 
an announcement in the Heavens: 'Allah has loved so and-so therefore 
you should love him also.' So all the dwellers of the Heavens would love 
him, and then he is granted the pleasure of the people on the earth.”

Therefore, you are requested to draw closer to Allah the Exalted 
by observing the acts of worships consistently and avoiding the pro-
hibitions.

Benefits 

- Righteous deeds 
make the servant draw 
closer to the Almighty 
Allah.

- Observing the oblig-
atory prayers, besides 
other acts of worship are 
most beloved to Allah.

- Coming closer to Al-
lah brings about victory 
in this life and hereafter.

- Among reasons that 
lead to gain Allah’s love 
is increase the volun-
tary prayers or do extra 
deeds besides what is 
obligatory.
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Fatwas
Answered by: THE UAE OFFICIAL FATWA CENTRE  

1- The Maliki Madhab (school of thought):
You better perform the Sunan Al-Rawatib in the 

mosque before and after the obligatory prayer. How-

ever, optional prayers should be better observed at 

home. In this regard, the scholar Al-Zarkani in his 

explanation of Khalil’s book: “the knowledge-seeker 

should do his or her best to consistently observe 

the Sunna prayers associated with non-obligatory 

prayers in the mosque either before or after the 

obligatory prayers as the Prophet Muhammad, may 

Allah bless and grant him peace, would do, except 

for two times He pbuh would do at home, after the 

Friday prayer and after Maghreb prayer.”

The Sunna Al-Ratiba are cited in a whole range of 

narrations, including what the scholar Al-Mawaq 

said in his book Taj was Ikeel (Crown and Wreath): 

“the optional prayer is preferably performed after 

Al-Dhuhr (midday) and Al-Asr prayer with four 

units of prayer while saluting after two units of 

prayer. Two units of prayer are performed after 

On rulings of the Sunan Al-Ratiba in the view 
of the four Madahib (schools of thought)

 What is the ruling of observing ؟
the Sunna prayer in the mosque 
after performing the obligatory one? And how 
many Rakaat should be made? I would like you 
to present a proof for the question as found in 
books of the four Islamic schools of thought.

- First, we ask the Almighty Allah to increase your 

interest in knowing more about matters of reli-

gion. As for the question, the majority of Muslim 

scholars are of the view that you observe the vol-

untary prayers at home. The following is a detailed 

explanation of the views of the Islamic schools of 

thought namely the number of Sunan Al-Rawa-

tib (Sunna prayers associated with obligatory 

prayers).
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Al-Maghreb prayer. Another narration suggests 

observing six units of prayers as well.”

Performing the two units of Al-Fajr prayer in the 

mosque is better to observe them at home. In this 

context, the scholar Al-Kharshi said: “It is desir-

able to observe the two units of Fajr prayer in the 

mosque.”

2- The Hanafi Madhab:
The school is of the view that it is better to per-

form the voluntary prayer at home in general if pos-

sible. About this, the scholar Ibn Najim Al-Hanafi 

said: “it is better to observe the Sunna prayers at 

home, except for Taraweeh prayers.” Nevertheless, 

if one is afraid of missing the prayer of Al-Maghreb 

Prayer when returning home, it would be better to 

perform it in the mosque. If, however, one does not 

fear to miss the prayer like the rest of other Sunna 

prayers, he or she should observe them at home 

even the Friday and Witr Prayers.”

The Sunna Al-Ratiba for Al-Hani school of 

thought is of two units of prayer before Al-Fa-

jr prayer and four units of prayer after Al-Dhur 

Prayer and two after it, and after Al-Maghreb and 

Isha Prayers. 

In this regard, the scholar Al-Kasani said: “Two 

units of prayer before Al-Fajr Prayer and four be-

fore and two after Al-Dhuhr Prayer when saluting 

after each two units of prayer. Two units of prayer 

should be performed after Al-Maghreb Prayer and 

two after Al-Isha Prayer.”

3- The Shafi’a Madhab:
The non-obligatory prayer is better to be per-

formed at home. In this regard, the scholar 

Al-Nawawi said: “our fellow scholars are of the 

view that it is better to observe the non-obligatory 

prayer at home rather than in the mosque, either 

during the day or at night, and either the Sunan Al 

Rawatib associated with obligatory prayers.”

The Sunan Al-Ratiba, for the scholars of Sahfi’a, 

stands at ten units of prayer daily as a minimum. In 
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this context, the Imam Al-Nawawi said: “the Sunan Al-Ratiba as-

sociated with the obligatory prayers include ten units of prayer 

other than Al-Witr one. The prayers are divided as follows: two 

units of prayer before and after Al-Dhuhr Prayer, two units of 

prayer after Al-Maghreb Prayer, two units of prayer after Al-

Isha Prayer and two units of prayer before Morning Prayer.”  

The complete units of prayer is eighteen other than Al-Witr 

Prayer. There should be two units of prayer before Al-Fajr 

Prayer, two after Al-Maghreb Prayer, two after Al-Isha Prayer, 

besides four units of prayer before and after Al-Dhuhr Prayer. 

This opinion is endorsed by the Hadith of the Prophet 

Muhammad pbuh, which says: “Whoever maintains four 

units of prayer before Al-Dhuhr and four after, Allah will 

forbid him from the Fire.”  

There are also four units of prayer before Al-Asr Prayer, ac-

cording to the Hadith reported by Ali, may Allah be pleased 

with him, that the Prophet Muhammad pbuh would ob-

serve four units of prayer before Al-Asr Prayer and salute 

after the second unit of prayer. 

4- Al-Hanbali Madhab:
The voluntary prayer is better performed at home. About 

this, the scholar Ibn Qodama said: “It is better to observe the 

non-obligatory prayer at home. This opinion is buttressed 

by what the Prophet Muhammad pbuh said: “So you peo-

ple, offer this prayer at your homes, for the best prayer of a 

person is the one which he offers at home, except the com-

pulsory (congregational) prayer.”

Another Hadith narrated by Zayd bin Thabit that the 

Messenger of Allah pbuh said: “The prayer a man offers in 

his house is more excellent than his prayer in this mosque of 

mine except obligatory prayer.” 

He pbuh also said: “When any one of you observes prayer 

in the mosque he should reserve a part of his prayer for his 

house, for Allah would make the prayer as a means of better-

ment in his house.”  Because praying at home is closer to sin-

cerity and farther from adulation as it should involve secrecy 

rather than in the mosque in public.

The Sunan Al-Ratiba for Al Hanbali school of thought is ten 

and it is said they include more. In this regard, the scholar Ibn 
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Qodama said: “ the Sunan Al-Rawatib as-

sociated with obligatory prayers are ten: 

Two units of prayer before and after Al-

Dhuhr Prayer, two units of prayer after 

Al-Maghreb Prayer, two units of prayer 

after Al-Isha Prayer and two before Al-Fa-

jr Prayer.” And Allah knows best.

In summary: There is a host of narrations 

determining the overall number of Sunan 

Al-Ratiba that can be observed either 

after or before the obligatory prayers. 

Some scholars say there are ten units 

of prayer daily, while others say 

there are twelve. Nevertheless,  

the overwhelming majority 

of scholars are of the view 

that the non-obligatory 

prayer should be performed 

at home. As for the 

Maliki school of thought, 

it differentiates between the 

Sunan Al-Ratiba and other acts of 

worship. According to the Maliki school, 

it is better to pray the Sunan Al-Ratiba 

(associated with obligatory prayers) in the 

mosque, whereas the other acts of worship 

(prayers) be better performed at home.

 Warning against repulsion and de-
spair of Allah’s mercy

 We often receive text messages ؟
from some folks of religious nature on 
WhatsApp that tend to intimidate peo-
ple by using religion rather than by giving 
pieces of advice. For example, they enu-
merate a whole range of names for retri-

bution for each single sin. So, what is the religious ruling about 
such messages?

- First, we supplicate to the Almighty Allah to guide you to the 

straight path. We cannot give a religious ruling on text messages 

for not having the proof of their authenticity and not knowing 

the reason or the context for which they were sent. Many of text 

messages might carry unauthentic and fake Hadiths, though.

Generally speaking, warning people of not falling into the 

mire of sins should not reach the point of making people turn 

away from Islam. In this context, Annas bin Malik reported that 

the Prophet Muhammad PBUH said: “Make things easy and 

do not make them difficult, cheer the people up by conveying 

glad tidings to them and do not repulse (them).” 

The Prophet’s Hadith was way far from upbraid-

ing and impoliteness, pursuant to what Allah, 

the Exalted, says: “So by mercy from Allah, [O 

Muhammad], you were lenient with them. 

And if you had been rude [in speech] and 

harsh in heart, they would have disbanded 

from about you.” [Al Imran: 159].

The Messenger of Allah used to call for 

leniency in speech and other matters. In this 

regard, Aisha, may Allah be pleased with her, 

reported that the Prophet Muhammad said:  “When 

kindness is found in anything, it beautifies it, and when it is 

withdrawn from anything, it becomes defective.”

In another version of the Hadith, the Messenger of Allah 

said: “Verily Allah is Forbearer and He loves forbearance, and 

rewards for forbearance while He does not reward severity, 

and does not give for anything besides it (forbearance).”

In an interpretation of the Hadith, Imam Al-Nawawi said: 

“These Hadiths encourage leniency and hold onto morality, and 

dispraise violence. Leniency inevitably leads to every goodness.”

The requirements of faith entail the believer to learn of 

what rests in Paradise of vast bliss; for being the driver for 

him or her to bear the worship. They also ought to learn of 

what rests in Hellfire of stiff punishment so that they stay 

away from the temptation of sins. Be informed that helping 

people to get involved in worships by using pleasant means 
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is the most important part of the religion with the aim of 

shedding light on Allah’s abundant mercy and forgiveness. 

Whoever seeks Allah’s repentance sincerely, Allah will surely 

forgive him or her regardless of how sins they commit. This 

strikes a balance between fearing Allah and asking for His 

forgiveness. About this, Allah, the Most Gracious, says: “In-

deed, they used to hasten to good deeds and supplicate Us 

in hope and fear, and they were to Us humbly submissive.” 

[Al-Anbiya: 90]. And Allah knows best.

In summary: We cannot give you a ruling on the text messages 

you receive for not knowing their content. Warning people 

against falling into the mire of sins should not reach the point 

of driving people away from religion.  You rather ought to 

consider what the Prophet Muhammad PBUH said: 

“Make things easy and do not make them difficult, 

cheer the people up by conveying glad tidings 

to them and do not repulse (them).”

  On ease and difficulty in Islam

 Can you tell me the meaning of ease ؟
and difficulty in Islam?

- First, we supplicate to the Exalted Allah to 

bless you. Be informed that ease is the simplicity 

of religious rulings and its compatibility with the human 

instinct without going astray from the religious regulations 

that are related to one’s religious charge or obligation. 

In this regard, the scholar Ibn Tabal said in his interpreta-

tion of the Hadith “Make things easy and do not make them 

difficult” the following: “this Hadith applies to non-obligato-

ry  acts of good except that is necessitated by the Almighty 

Allah and that Allah has made easy for people who, for ex-

ample, cannot observe the prayer in upward position to pray 

while sitting in case of disability and break the fasting in Ra-

madan while being on journey or ill, among others.”

As for difficulty,  it literally means distress and difficulty, and 

technically it means everything that leads to extra hardship 

upon body, soul, or property either in the present or future.

The ease is one of the goals of Islamic 

legislation, as the Prophet Muhammad 

PBUH said: “Make things easy and do not 

make them difficult, cheer the people up 

by conveying glad tidings to them and 

do not repulse (them).” There are many 

Hadiths that revolve around this topic.

Difficulty is lifted upon this nation (Mus-

lims), pursuant to what Allah, the Most 

Gracious, says: “and has not placed upon 

you in the religion any difficulty.” [Al-Hajj: 

78]. Allah the Exalted also says: “Allah in-

tends for you ease and does not intend for 

you hardship.” [Al-Baqarah: 185].

To learn more about the 

topic, you can refer to 

the illustration of the 

Fiqh rule which says: 

“hardship brings about 

ease.” And Allah knows 

best.

In summary: The mean-

ing of ease is to make the 

religious rulings easier and 

be compatible with the human 

nature without going astray from the 

religious regulations that are related to 

bearing the responsibility of one’s ac-

tions to observe the acts of worship as 

prescribed by Allah the Almighty. Hard-

ship is everything that results in afflict-

ing additional difficulty on body, soul or 

property either in the present or future.  

 On ethics of owning a new car 

 Could you tell me what to do when ؟
purchasing a new car?
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- First, we beseech the Exalted Allah to protect you and 

bless your new car. Please be informed that the new car is 

one of Allah’s countless bounties that we need to thank Al-

lah for through speech and action as the following:

1- You should say the following supplication when pur-

chasing a new car: all praise is due to You Allah? You have 

made things easy for me to buy a new car. I ask You the best 

of it and best for which it was made, and I take refuge in You 

from its evil and the evil for which it was made.

The Prophet Muhammad, may Allah bless and grant him 

peace, used to say the following supplication when buying or 

wearing a new garment, namely a turban or shirt or cloak and 

he pbuh would supplicate: “O Allah, all the praise is for You that 

You have given it to me to put on. I ask You its goodness and 

the goodness of the purpose for which it was made, and I seek 

refuge in You from its evil and the evil for which it was made.”

Abu Hurayra reported that the Messenger of Allah pbuh 

said: “When anyone of you gets an animal, let him take hold 

of the forelock and say: O Allah, I ask You for the goodness 

within her and the goodness that she is inclined towards, and 

I seek refuge with you from the evil to which she is inclined.” 

2- It is desirable to say the supplication of riding a vehicle as 

cited in several narrations. As such, Ali bin Abi Talib, may Al-

lah be pleased with him, reported that when he put his foot 

in the stirrup and settled himself on the back of a camel, he 

used to say: “All praise belongs to Allah Who has made this 

subservient to us, for we had not the strength to overpower 

it; and to our Allah shall we return.”  (Al-Zukhruf: 14]. He then 

recited thrice: Praise be to Allah and Allah is the Greatest.

3-It would be much better to give in charity upon buying 

a new car since it is desirable at any time and yields much 

blessing from the Almighty Allah. 

4- Thanking Allah for the new car should require him or 

her to adhere to the rules of driving so that they do not 

cause harm to themselves or other people, most important 

of which is to avoid the breakneck speed and everything that 

may irritate people.

5- Please be keenly interested in utilising the new car for ev-

erything that results in gaining Allah’s satisfaction and deeds 
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that are of great benefit as your endeavour is to thank Allah in 

return. In this context, Allah the Gracious says: “And [remem-

ber] when your Lord proclaimed, If you are grateful, I will surely 

increase you [in favor].” [Ibrahim: 7]. In his explanation of the 

verse, the scholar Al-Qortobi said: “if you are grateful means 

Allah will give more out of His bounty.” And Allah knows best.

In summary: You should ask the best of the car and take 

refuge in Allah from the evil it may bring about. You also need 

to keep remembering Allah the Almighty and give in charity 

when purchasing the new car. It is critical to stick with driving 

rules and use it in good deeds only. 

  On rumour-mongering

 What is the ruling about spreading rumours via social ؟
network websites without verifying whether they are true?

- Undoubtedly the social network websites play a signifi-

cant role in helping people get in touch with each other. But 

unfortunately, they can also be misused for transmitting un-

authenticated news.

Rumours can be defined as an unconfirmed narration of 

news, events or an issue in public concern passed on from one 

person to another. Muslims should be careful and verify wheth-

er a piece of news is right before circulating it. They should also 

avoid talking about everything they hear or come across.

It was reported from Abu Huraira, may Allah be pleased 

with him, that the Prophet Muhammad PBUH said, “it is 

enough for a man to prove himself a liar when he goes on 

narrating whatever he hears.”

In his interpretation of this Hadith, the scholar al Mana-

wi, may Allah rest his soul in peace, said that whoever fails 

to verify the authenticity of what he hears of news and talk, 

is likely to report lies and therefore be seen as a liar even 

though he has not intended to be.

Rumours would cause damage to others. Allah the Almighty 

says, the meaning of which is, “If the hypocrites and those 

in whose hearts is disease and those who spread rumours in 

al-Madinah do not cease, We will surely incite you against 
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them; then they will not remain your 

neighbours therein except for a little. “ [Al 

Ahzab:60]. In the interpretation of this 

verse, the scholar Ibn Jazi, may Allah rest 

his soul in peace, said that rumour-mon-

gers were such people who used to circu-

late bad news and frighten Muslims.

This begs the question: how can Mus-

lims deal with rumours?

The Holy Quran and Sunna of the 

Prophet have drawn for us a clear road-

map on how to handle this issue. Among 

the principles are the following:

1. To enquire about the validity of the 

rumour but without accepting it or act-

ing upon it. Allah, the Most Exalt-

ed, says, meaning, “O you who 

have believed, if there comes 

to you a disobedient one 

with information, investi-

gate, lest you harm a peo-

ple out of ignorance and 

become, over what you have 

done, regretful.”  [Al Hujurat:6].

It is agreed upon that the mean-

ing of "investigate" implies the act of en-

quiry, that is, taking the necessary time 

to deeply look into the information un-

til it is clear whether it is false or true.

2. To consult specialists and refer to 

reliable sources before publishing news. 

Failing to this may lead to grave con-

sequences. This is why Allah, the Most 

Exalted, has condemned hypocrites for 

spreading false news.  He, the Almighty, 

said, meaning, “And when there comes to 

them information about [public] security 

or fear, they spread it around. But if they 

had referred it back to the Messenger or 

those of authority among them, then the ones who [can] draw 

correct conclusions from it would have known about it. And if 

not for the favour of Allah upon you and His mercy, you would 

have followed Satan, except for a few.”(Annisaa:83).

In the interpretation of this verse, the scholar Ibn Kathir 

wrote in his Tafsir that it calls for questioning statements cir-

culated by some people without ensuring their authenticity. 

3. To think good of individuals by seeking excuses for them 

as far as possible. Allah, may Glory be to Him, said, the meaning 

of which, “Why, when you heard it, did not the believing men 

and believing women think good of one another and say, "This 

is a blatant falsehood?” [Annur:12]. Seeking excuses for others 

is a positive attitude. The scholar Ibn Sirine said, “If you hear 

something about your brother, make some excuse for him. If 

you are unable to find an explanation, then say to yourself,  

Perhaps he has a reason that I do not know about.”

4. To conceal people's faults is more beneficial 

than defamation even though the information at 

hand is true and valid. The Prophet Muhammad 

pbuh used not to mention the name of some-

one he would criticise. The scholar al Mannawi, 

may Allah rest his soul in peace, reported that the 

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) would say, “What is 

wrong with people who do such-and-such?.”

Al Manawi further explained that mentioning peo-

ple without indicating their names proves more beneficial 

as it both conveys the purpose of the speaker and hides the 

identity of the person whose behaviour is criticised. This is a 

perfect example of politeness, which promotes friendliness 

and cohesion amongst members of the community.

Having explained how to handle rumours as identified in 

our religion, we pray to Allah, the most Gracious, to bless 

all Muslim countries with safety and security and protect its 

people. And Allah knows best.

In summary: It is not permissible to spread rumours through 

social network websites or other mediums.  Muslims should 

rather verify the news’ source, purpose and authenticity 

before deciding to forward it to others pursuant to what Allah 

has ordered us:, “[So] investigate.”
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